
Webster City Middle School 
 

RETURN TO LEARN 
Parents: Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Parents of WCMS students, 
 
As we begin preparing for the 2020-21 school year, we want you to know that we fully 
understand that there are an immense amount of questions that need to be answered prior to 
the first day of school. In order to best explain recent decisions that impact WCMS, we are 
forwarding this Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document for your reference. 
 
This document is fluid and will change based on any future decisions made by the WC School 
Board, Iowa Department of Education, Hamilton County Public Health, or other governing body. 
As changes happen, we will make adjustments and re-post the document. 
 
What calendar changes have been made for the first week of school? 
 
On August 10th, the following changes were Board approved for the school calendar. 
 
Monday, August 24th: - Middle School - Return to School Individual Orientation Conferences, 
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
Tuesday, August 25th: - Middle School - Return to School Individual Orientation Conferences, 
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
Wednesday, August 26th: First Day of School:  Cohort A (Half of the students)  
Thursday, August 27th: First Day of School: Cohort B (Half of the students)  
Friday, August 28th: Second Day of school for All Students 
 
 
 
 
 
*Parents of fifth grade students who already attended a Before School Conference do not need 
to sign up for an Individual Orientation Conference. 
 
*Details on how to sign up for a conference will be coming in a separate communication 
 

● What are the advantages of conducting Individual Orientation Conferences? 
○ Allows for a private, positive personal connection for students returning to the 

building after a 5 month absence 
○ Allows for a check on the social/emotional concerns of students prior to the first 

day of school 



○ Allows for a chance to answer any questions on procedural changes due to the 
pandemic (i.e. - wearing masks, morning routines, etc.) 

○ Allows a chance to discuss academic and social expectations for the year 
○ Allows an opportunity to hand out iPads, planners, school issued masks/shields  
○ Allows for a chance to review student schedules and locations of classes 

 
What are the options for remote learning should I choose not to send my child to school at the 
beginning of the year? 
 
Parents who choose to keep their children at home were to contact their child’s school by 
August 12th, 2020. Students who participate in elective remote learning will complete lessons 
through EdGenuity. Details on accessing EdGenuity lessons will be coming at a later date. 
 
If a parent chooses the elective remote learning option, the expectation will be that the student 
remains in the EdGenuity program until the end of the grading period. Once the trimester is 
finished, students may choose to return to the in-person learning held at the school. 
 
When will the school doors open in the morning? 
 
The doors to the Middle School will open at 7:45 AM each morning. Students arriving earlier will 
need to wait outside of the building until the doors are open.  Please know that supervision of 
students will not begin until the doors open each day. Breakfast will begin at 8:00 AM and 
students should report to class by 8:20 AM. 
 
Will the students have access to lockers this year? 
 
No.  Due to the close proximity of the lockers to each other and to support social distancing, we 
will not issue lockers to students as we begin the year. Students will be allowed to carry bags 
with them throughout the day for their personal belongings and school supplies. The use of 
lockers will be re-examined on an ongoing basis. 
 
Will face coverings be required? 
 
Yes. Anyone entering the building will be asked to wear a face covering. Face coverings should 
be worn at all times with the few exceptions of lunch, recess and PE. 
 
Students will be issued a school mask and a face shield. They will only be asked to wear one 
type of face covering. Students may bring their own face covering as long as it complies with the 
school dress code. 
 
What if a student refuses to wear a face covering? 
 



Every effort will be made to ensure all students are wearing face coverings. In the event that a 
student refuses to wear a face covering, staff will remind the student of the expectation. If the 
student still does not comply, the student will be asked to go to the office and parents/guardians 
will be called. In the event that the student still refuses, we will ask that the student be picked up 
by parents / guardians and taken home for the remainder of the day. 
 
Will drinking fountains be operational in the building? 
 
No. Traditional drinking fountains will be turned off. Students are encouraged to bring a 
translucent / or clear water bottle with them to use during the day. We do have a station to fill 
water bottles near the office that will be accessible to students. 
 
Will there be changes to protocols for using the restroom? 
 
Yes. In order to adhere to social distancing, teachers will designate a time during their classes 
for a restroom break. We will ask that students not use the restrooms during transitions between 
classes in order to avoid large gatherings of students. Emergency usage will always be 
honored. 
 
What are some of the steps the school will take to ensure safety of students during the 
pandemic? 
 

● Staff members will be arranging classroom furniture to allow for social distancing. 
● Transition times have been adjusted to better regulate the amount of students in the 

hallways at one time. 
● Lockers will not be issued at the beginning of the year. 
● Lunchroom tables have been added to allow for a smaller number of students at a table 

during lunch. 
● We will not plan for any assemblies, field trips, or guest speakers. 
● We will develop routines in hand washing / hygiene. 
● Guests will be limited in accessing the building. 

 
Will band and choir rehearsals still take place? 
 
We will not be able to hold full band and choir rehearsals as we have in the past. Plans are 
being made to have students practice in smaller groups to allow an enhanced amount of social 
distancing. The details are being developed where students would practice in sectionals on a 
rotating basis. 
 
At this time, we do not intend to hold any concerts in order to avoid large group gatherings. 
 
What if a student becomes ill at school? 
 



If a student reports that he/she is ill or if a staff member notices symptoms of being sick, that 
student will be referred to the nurse’s office. Students will consult nursing staff and will be asked 
to remain in a separate waiting room area until the time someone arrives to pick up the student. 
Students who are ill will be guided to the front door of the building upon the arrival of the person 
taking the student home. 
 


